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‘fobn Brute. But if he had been joined 


to fuch an Epicurean confort as I, thofe 
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A expreflions that favour of the kitchen 


+, - . v ( 
>) 4 
(db a \6 
SEN \ 5) ls : 
mS es 7, 
ey : 





would have been real, inftead of metaphorical. We live in 
a land really flowing with milk and honey, and keep a 
houfe of entertainment for all comers and goers. We 
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hardly ever fit down to table lefs in number than twenty 
or thirty, and-very often t&above double*that number of 
difhes. In fhort, fir, fo ‘much feafting: has giveh me a 
flirfeit. < ae 2 

Tuere are, I fee, fcattered up and down your pa- 
pers, feveral accounts of the petty diftreffes and domeftic 
concerns of private families. As you have liftened to 
many complaints from.hufbands, I flatter myfelf you will 
not refufe your attention to the humble remonftrance of 
a wife ; being aflured, that my only reafon for thus ferv- 
ing up my dear lord asa new difh to gratify the public 
tafte, is to check (if poflible) his violent paflion for give- 
ing his friends entertainments of another kind; which, 
if indulged much longer, muft eat us out of houfe and 
home. ; 


Tue magnificent feafts of Timon of Athens, or the fto- 
ries of old Engli/h Hofpitality, would give you but a faint 
idea of the perpetual riot and luxury of our family. Our 
houfe is always ftored with as large a quantity of provifi- 
ons as a garrifon in expectation of a fiege, and thofe too 
of the deareft and moft’ extravagant kind. Ortolans and 
woodcocks are as plenty as {parrows, and red mullets are 
{carce a greater rarity with us than gudgeons or {prats ; 
while turtle and venifon are regarded as branches of ci- 
tizen-luxury, which {carce deferve notice among the ma- 
ny other delicacies in which we abound. © Authors, they 
fay, (you will pardon me, Mr. Town,) are feldom ad- 
mitted to great entertainments; and I can affure you, 
that it is not eafy for any, but thofe who are prefent, to 
conceive the parade and extravagance difplayed in our 
houfe. I myfelf am condemned to fit at the head of the 
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table, while.my lord is placed at the otherend, in :pain 
and uneafinefs. at.my aukward. miftakes m dgag the ho- 
nours.. You muft, know, fir,;,that I was-bred up, under 
an houfewifely aunt in the; country, who.,taught.me. to 
pickle and preferye, and gave me, as I thought, a tole- 
rable notion of cookery... But, alas! though I.under- 
ftand plain boiled and roaft,- and have a very good notion 
of a pudding, I am often totally ignorant of the names 
and compofitions of the delicacies before me, and have 
imagined fith.toa,be fowl, and miiftaken a petit patee for 
a plebeian mince-pie.. In.the mean time my lord is dif- 
playing his exquifite tafte by. deciding, upon, every dith, 
and pronoun¢ing with. a critical fmack, upon the flavour 
of.the wines ;, all the while not a little folicitous about the 
exactnefs of thé Removes, and the duly adjufting the 
entremets. . Claret, Burgundy,’ and.Champagne are as 
common as aleor fmall-beer; and even Herniitage and 
Tokay are fwallowed with as little remorfe as Port or Lif- 
bon. To add to all this, is moft abfurdly introduced the 
French cuftom of ferving in. /es Ligueurs, which confit of 
almoft as many forts as are contained in the advertifements 
from the Rich Cordial Warehoufe. In a word, every 
common dinner with us is a feaft; and when we have 
what my lord calls an entertainment, it is an abfolute de- 
bauch. 
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BuT there is no part of this monftrous expence af- 
fects me fo much as the vaft fums ridiculoufly lavifhed on 
a Defert. This piece of folly and extravagance could be 
nothing but the joint product.of a Frenchman and a con- 
feCtioner. After the gratification of the appetite with 
more fubftantial fare, this whipt-fyllabub raree-thew is 
ferved up chiefly to feed the eye; not but that the mate- 
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rials, of which the Defert is compofed, are as expenfive 
as the feveral ingredients in the dinner: and I will leave 
‘you to your own method of rating the reft, after telling 
you that my lord «thinks himfelf an excellent cecono- 
mift, by having reduced the expence of the Hot-Houfe 
to a thoufand per ann. which perhaps the admirers of 


exotic fruits will not'think dear, as we have pine-apples as 
plenty as golden-pippins or nonpareils. 


One would think, that the firft requifite in eating was 
extravagance, and that in order to have any thing very 
good, it muft be eat at a time that it is out of feafon. 
Therefore one of the principal ufes of our Hot-Houfe 
is to invert the order of nature, and to turn winter into 
fummer. We fhould be afhamed to fee peas upon our 
table, while they are to be had at a common market; but 
we never {pare any coft to provide a good crop by the 
affiftance of our hot-beds at Chrifimas. We have no 
relifh for cucumbers during the fummer months, when 
they are no rarity; but we take care to have them forced 
in November. But my lord moftly prides himfelf on the 
improvements that he has made in ‘his Mufhroom-Beds, 
which he has at length brought to fo great perfection, 
that by the help of horfe-dung, and throwing artificial 
fun-beams through a burning-glafs, we can raife any 
quantity of Mufhrooms of the right Italian kind at two 
‘hours warning. 


From the Hot-Houfe we may make a very natural 
tranfition to the Kitchen; and as in the former every 
thing muft be produced out of feafon, fo every thing in 
the latter muft undergo a ftrange metamorphofis. The 
ordinary diftinctions of fith, flefh, and fowl are quite 
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deftroyed ; and nothing comes upon table under its proper 
form and appellation. It is impoffible to conceive what 
vaft fums are melted down into fauces! We have a 
cargo of hams every year from Wefiphalia, only to ex- 
tract the Ejfence of them for our foups; and we kill a 
brace of bucks every week, to make a Cullis of the 
haunches. Half a dozen turkies have been killed in 
one day merely for the fake of the pinions; and I have 
known a whole pond dragged to furnifh a dith of Carps’ 


. Palates, and ten legs of mutton mangled raw to make out 


a dith of Pope’s Eyes. 


THe concomitant charges of the cellar, you will ima- 
gine, are no lefs extravagant; and, indeed, it is not 
enough that we abound in the beft French and Italian 
wines, (which by the bye are purchafed-on the fpot at 
an extraordinary priee;) but we muft have feveral other’ 
kinds of the higheft value, and confequently a moft 
delicious flavour. And though but a tafte of each has 
been fipped round by the company, the fame bottles. 
muft never be brought a fecond time upon table, but 
are fecured as perquifites by the butler, who fells them 
to the merchant, who fells them back again to my lord. 
Befides thefe, his lordthip has ately been at an immenfe 
charge i in raifing a Pinery, in order to try the experiment | 
of making Cyder of Pine-apples; which he hopes to 
do at little more than treble the expence of Champagne. 
To this article I might alfo add the charge of his Ice- 
Houfes: for although thefe are ftored with an home- 
commodity originally of no value, yet I may venture to 
fay, that every drop of water comes as dear to us as 
the moft coftly of our wines. 
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As all our liquors, I have told you, are of foreign 
growth, and all our difhes diftinguifhed by foreign 
titles, you will readily conceive, that our houfhold is 
chiefly compofed of foreigners. ‘The butler out of livery, 
and his two under-butlers, are Frenchmen: the clerk 
of the kitchen is a Frenchman: and Monfeur Fri- 
cando, the head-cook, to be fure is a Frenchman. This 
gentleman never foils his fingers in touching the leaft 
bit of any thing, but gives his orders (like a general) 
te four fubalterns, who are likewife Frenchmen. The 
baker, the confectioner, the very {cullions, and even the 
fellow that looks after the poultry, are all of them 
Frenchmen. 'Thefe, you may be fure, are maintained at 
very high falaries: and though Monfieur Fricando had. 
the pay of a captain in a marching regiment, my lord 
was forced to double his wages at the beginning of the 
war, and allow. him the free ,exercife of his religion, to. 
prevent his leaving the kingdom. 


I am forry to add, that this pride of keeping a table. 
has vifibly. impaired my lord's. fortunes: and this very 
fummer he has. been, obliged to, fell all the timber on his 
eftate, as I may fay, to _ keep. up his kitchen. fire. The 
only fatisfa€tion he can poffibly | reap from all this ex- 
pence is the vanity, of having it faid, “ that no-body 
“ treats fo elegantly as ‘his Jordthip,” ’ and, now and then 
perhaps reading in the news-papers, that fuch a day 
se the right honourab le —--— gave a grand entertainment, 
at “his houfe in ——, at which were prefent the prine, 
cipal Officers of State and Foreign MERE. | 


Pam,-ST R, 


Your bumble fervant, &c. 











